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Recycling Changes 
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Recap - China Sword 

Reductions took effect in March 2018, which drove costs and changes at 
most recycling facilities in the country to meet new standards 

• A significant reduction in acceptable 
contamination levels (From ~3% to 
0.5%) in any recovered paper and 
plastic grades.  

 

 

• Additionally, China banned all mixed 
paper from import, regardless of 
contamination levels. (20% of 
historical stream).  

 

For decades, China has been the largest importer of the world’s recycled 
commodity, and the U.S. was 40% of the inbound stream. 

 

In 2017, China announced efforts to clean up the country, which included 
dramatic changes for acceptance criteria of imported recyclables. 
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Trends Implications 

Some material changing faster than 
capital investment cycles 

18M tons in 2000  ~2M in 2015 

Recap - Trends Strain Existing Model 

Material Light-weighting skews current 
success metrics 

Water Bottles   Almost 2x transactions 

Commodity markets have steadily declined 

OCC down 40%   Mixed Paper down 95% 

Some material has limited end markets 

HDPE (Good)   off-spec PET (Limited)  
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Outreach 

 

 



Outreach 

 

 



Food Waste & Organics 
 
 



Big Picture: The problem 

 

 

CA generates 20-23 million tons of organic waste every year 



Mandatory Commercial Organics Recycling 

 

 



 

 

SB 1383: Short-Lived Climate Pollutants 
 
Organic Methane Emissions Reductions 



SB 1383 

 

 



Residential Organics 
 
 



Residential 

 

 



Residential 

 

 

SB 1383: Short-Lived Climate Pollutants-  
Organic Methane Emissions Reductions 

• 75% reduction in organic 
waste disposal by 2025 

• Enforcement for non-
compliance  

• 20% currently disposed 
edible food recovered for 
human consumption by 2025 



 

 



“Compostable” Plastics 
• Bio-based 
• Degradable / 

Biodegradable 
• Compostable 
• BPI Certified  
 

No “Compostable” Plastics, at least locally.  

“Green-Washing” 



“Green-Washing” 



Monitoring Contamination 



Commercial Organics 
 
 



Commercial 



Education & Training 

 



Not Just Restaurants! 



Processing Food Scraps 



Processing Food Scraps 



Processed Food Scraps 



Anaerobic Digestion at EBMUD 



Other things going on… 
 
 



2018 Leglislative Recap 

SB 1332: Sustainable Take-out Food 
Packaging at Parks, Beaches & State Facilities 
• All food service packaging provided at these locations is lcoally 

recyclable, compostable, or reusable, as determined by CalRecycle 

AB 1884: Straws Upon Request 

AB 2411: State Compost Procurement 
• Requires CalRecycle to use compost in post-fire restoration and 

identifies opportunities for increased compost use in CalTrans 
landscape projects 

 



Did Not Pass  

AB 2379: Plastic Microfibers 
• Would have required all clothing made primarily of plastic include a 

label that warns of plastic microfiber shedding (to encourage people 
to buy alternatives) and recommend handwashing the item 

AB 2779: Connect the Cap 

AB 2110: Right to Repair Act 
• Would have required manufacturers of electronics to make diagnostic 

and repair information, as well as equipment or service parts, 
available to product owners and to independent repair shops 

 



2019 



Local Initiatives 

 

 

10 of 19 CC cities already have ban in place 



Trends 

 

 



Thank you! 
 

Kimberly Lam, Municipal Manager 

925-671-5851 

klam2@republicservices.com 


