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Background 

» OPR was completing a 

comprehensive update of 2003 

guidelines 

» Had extensive updates on 

health, equity, community 

engagement and 

environmental justice 

» SB 1000 passed 
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(h) (1) An environmental justice element, or related goals, 

policies, and objectives integrated in other elements, that 

identifies disadvantaged communities within the area covered 

by the general plan of the city, county, or city and county, if 

the city, county, or city and county has a disadvantaged 

community.  

 

SB 1000 statute - Government Code 65302  
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The environmental justice element, or related environmental justice goals, policies, 

and objectives integrated in other elements, shall do all of the following: 

  (A) Identify objectives and policies to reduce the unique or compounded health risks in 

disadvantaged communities by means that include, but are not limited to 

• the reduction of pollution exposure, including the improvement of air 
quality 

• the promotion of public facilities 

• food access 

• safe and sanitary homes 

• physical activity 

 

SB 1000 statute - Government Code 65302  
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The environmental justice element, or related environmental justice goals, policies, 

and objectives integrated in other elements, shall do all of the following: 
 

 (B) Identify objectives and policies to  

       promote civil engagement in the public 

       decision making process 
 

 (C) Identify objectives and policies that  

       prioritize improvements and programs  

       that address the needs of disadvantaged  

       communities. 

 

SB 1000 statute - Government Code 65302  
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Community Engagement 

• Design process from 
beginning 

• Advisory boards and 
novel ways to integrate 
partners 

• Culture and equity 
considerations 

• Data 
• Tools 
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Community Engagement 

Traditional planning engagement 

falls on the consult and involve 

spectrum.  

 Principles:  

 Inclusion 

 Transparency  

 Democratic participation 
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(2) A city, county, or city and county subject to this subdivision shall adopt or 

review the environmental justice element, or the environmental justice 

goals, policies, and objectives in other elements, upon the adoption or 

next revision of two or more elements concurrently on or after January 1, 

2018. 

 

(3) By adding this subdivision, the Legislature does not intend to require a 

city, county, or city and county to take any action prohibited by the United 

States Constitution or the California Constitution. 

 

SB 1000 statute - Government Code 65302  
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Definitions 

(4) For purposes of this subdivision, the following terms 

shall apply (A) “Disadvantaged communities” means 

an area identified by the California Environmental 

Protection Agency pursuant to Section 39711 of the 

Health and Safety Code or an area that is a low-

income area that is disproportionately affected by 

environmental pollution and other hazards that can 

lead to negative health effects, exposure, or 

environmental degradation. 

 

SB 1000 statute - Government Code 65302  
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Definitions 

(B) “Public facilities” includes public improvements, public services, and  

       community amenities, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 66000. 

 

(C) “Low-income area” means an area with household incomes at or below 80 percent 

of the statewide median income or with household incomes at or below the 

threshold designated as low income by the Department of Housing and 

Community Development’s list of state income limits adopted pursuant to Section 

50093. 

 

SB 1000 statute - Government Code 65302  
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» Analysis- Does this apply to my jurisdiction? 

• Definitional 

 

» Existing Program Analysis 

 

» Program and Partner Analysis 

 

» Forthcoming additional policy language 
 

 

Statewide Input 
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Sample Screen 

CalEnviroScreen: 

Examine if any of 

the general plan 

catchment 

planning area 

falls in the top 

25% 

Area at or 

below statewide 

median income 

by census tract 

AND 

disproportionat

e burden  

Area at or below 

Department of 

Housing and 

Community 

Development’s 

state income limits 

(if different from 

statewide median 

income limits) 

AND 

disproportionate 

burden 

 

Initial 

Screen  

Final 

screen 

+ + = 
Incorporate 

granular data 

and examine for 

additional 

pollution 

burden. 
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Example policies 
Ideas for Data and Analysis 
• Prevalence child/adult obesity 
• Prevalence diabetes 
• Prevalence heart disease 
   ~ 
• Map of grocery stores 
• Map of community gardens 
• Map of farmers markets 
 

Potential Policy Options 
• Establish a food policy council 
• Facilitate use of unused land for community 

gardens 
• Increase access to healthy food retail environments 
• Preserve agricultural land  
 

Food Systems 
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Example policies 
Ideas for Data and Analysis 
• Prevalence child/adult obesity 
• Prevalence diabetes 
• Prevalence heart disease 
   ~ 
• Land use mix 
• Park access 
• Commute patterns 
 

Potential Policy Options 
• Increase proximity to parks and recreation  
• Build connected trail ways to jobs/amenities 
• Pursue urban greening programs 

Active Living & 

Recreation 
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Series of Case Studies 


